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4" TNEWSTASFR™ <+=BUSINESS AS  USUAL

The second issue of Australian Science Fiction Review is out on schedule
following the Lfinancially] successful 'official' launching of the magazine at
Swancon XI in March.

John Bangsund opens this issue with a series of reminiscernces concerning
Wynne Whiteford, by way of a letter of comment of sorts on the last issue.
It appears that John's Dicebamus llesterna Die may be a regular feature of ASFR,
which in itself will be reason enough for some people to continue to subscribe.
This is followed by the editorial and then part two of John Foyster‘s 'The Long View',
an entertaining, relaxed stroll through the history and development of magazine sf.

There follows a collection of the Turner - Rousseau correspondence
concerning George's three 'Ethical Culture' books, as they have been dubbed. The
correspondence has been previously printed in dribs and drabs in The Noticnal, but
is improved markedly by its presentation as the one article in which George and
Yvonne argue (perhaps at cross purpcses) about what it was that the author was really
saying. This may be worth a look by those who shied away previously.

It is the 'keviews' section, however, which stands out in this issue.
It is a delight to see Russell Blackford, John Foyster and Yvonne Rousseau in turn
mercilessly and with deadpan humour demolish their chosen targets, three evidently
dreadful books by, respectively, David [“Who, me? Heinlein?"] Palmer, Richard ['os-
culating plane'] Lupoff and Robert A. ["clinically alive"] Heinlein. Next time you're
in need of someone to do a killer review....

Two issues of a magazine do not a longstanding tradition of Australian sf
make, but the standard of the May ASFR is quite in keeping with that of the first, and
if this goes on...
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Best Novel: ENDER'S GAME by

Best Novella: SALLIRG TO BYZANTIITM by

Best Novellette: PORTRATTS OF HIS CHILDREN by

Best Shorvt Story: ALL THEM BRIGHT STARS Eten SE Crazs
Grand Master Award: ARTHUR £ CLARKE

Also on the
fart s newal, DEpnay

-\xp..

10K award was won b mim Powers

The award, which is for the best

‘*d

original paverback of pPre G gantad at s ceremony held at
Norwescon in Seattis, on b R
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Meanwhile, in another Wi on the other side of rhe werld, fa
Australia . and even a couple from Massachusetts, weve gelting ready te go ta the
Twentv-fifth Australian ;atmcnal Nciencel Biction Gonvert iare.  Fhis s hew Mar

Ortlieb saw the avent:

SWANCUON X1 - 4 Fannish Perspective

SWANCON ¥T was ust what the doczor orderved. TC was 2 smail

which allowed pecpie to get to know es Ir had a f

Guesitigitih oneuri— G T Cherryh. It had a dramatic fan Suest

It had 3 Committee that balanced vouthful "enthusiasm with -

skills. It attracted z pleasanti cross—section of interscat

Queensland, & smatterviug of Cankerraites, a few Sydnevsiders, a \

Contingent end ever an Adelaide fan te collect Jeff Yarris's Gole ?ared aterpllLar A
for him. (Who was the unkind person who shovted "Is there anyoue here from Oregon?™?).

The venue, Miss Maud's Hetel and Convention Tentre, was great. After the snooty
front-of~house sfaff ai the Southern Cross durimg AUSSIECON TWO, it was a pleasure to
encounter a staff concerned with ensuring that the convenkt ion attendess enjoved
themselves. That Mizs Maud's provided a smorgssberd breakfast for those ataying at
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the hotel provided the interesting sight of fans not usually seen emerging from theirv
rooms - orwhichever toom they gpent the nigit in - kefore twelve noon hapnily pigeing
out on breakfast at nine in the soroing. ‘1 gatner thar thre vestaurant wasn't that
impressed by the lack of sartorjal elegahee and table manners of the bre cakfasgting fans,
but they paid us back with the piano accordiamist who provided breakfast music.) The
only real complaint that T heard alicut the hotel concerned Ehe airconditioning which
counded like 2 Corcord but did not cocl the roems ro any noticeable antent.

The program was a trifle heavy on tr 25, which suited me, but which migh: ant
havé appealed o much Lo the pew-comer. (This seemed particularly the c¢dse on
Monday) There was o long naiter frow one of Perth § more v3<1fo: us o*; nents of ine-
jokes during a panel on pwnetrariry the fan maila. fHe claimed that randem wa :
ftself te notice anyone new, While T agree that there is an eiemanr of cliquishnass
and elitism in fandom, I don't think fandew actively turns away new people. YNew
people migitt not iike the way we do thinﬁs, but that's their problenm

-

One panel 1 enjeyed was on funpish mized-marriages, where Sally Reasley, Dave
Luekaite Sdaciciormant s tatn MeDonel], Crant Stone and Shervl Stene discussed the ghv:
placed on marriagcs by Fonnish vnvuixeapn‘, especizlly when one partner was more

involved than the other. Cath's of hei ing the spouse of a big name fan., and on beica a

famous unpublisted auther was impressive, T alss erjoyed the two Guest oF Honoux
speeches.

I'd like to be able to gay that the Herman Awmended Natco Constitution, passed at
the Swancon XI business meeting, will be the last word in constitutions, but 1 fa: ¥
barracks lawvers will confinue to play their little games. Stripped to its esse:n
the new constitution specifies that there will be a Natcon each vear, voted on tiwm
years in advance; that there will be five Australian Science F';tlon Ackiavemen?
Awards - categories tc he detenmined by the awarding convention committee ~ plus
William Atheling Award; that any profits be distributed in euch a way as to bene
ustralian fandom as a whole: that the constitution capnot be increased in word
length. 1t's a good set of guidelines.

“y s

Of the major itemz, I missed the Masqurads, due to & Mexican meal with what
turned out to be a standard Melbourne Fridav nigh: eating crowd, plus Jack Herman a
Cath Mchonell. The waiter was a looney, which sat well with us, as be did'on SQWGf?l
6ccasions. Frowm catebhing the end it locked quite reasonable with Craig Hilton's spi
impressing me. BEsrb de 14 Mup ty wore her Pvanfar Chanur ~estuze.

The Banquet and Awards ceremonv we a2lzc well presented. You will ne doubt find
results mentioned elsewhere in thiis issue. The Ditmatrs looked very good, and I pueas
Perth can be forgiven so¢y the fact that they weren't engraved. Paul Stevens gave ou:
a mixed hag of Gcld ~plated Caterpillars, and should, by rights, receive one himsel¥#
P
7

=

for his presentation to Juetin Ackroyd. Justin got one for b 2 deserting a
sinking ship. In announcing it, Paul said that it was Justin
ad«

(GG
Sea TSIt o it e itk ange s il

was actually his second. Tn i"-ioa it should be noted that Paul Stevens left Space

Age Books after Juatin.

I guess that Swancons nave a reputation for silliness and Swancon XTI was nc
exception. Monday was when ir really cut loose. Pirst there was the Fanoish Olympics,
with cuch events as Tribble Putting, Horizonral Mountain Climbing, Ego Massaging, and

agil
Fanzine Collation. Photographs of Ring Master Dave Luckett demonstrating the art of
Horizontal Mountain Climbing may yet appear as evidence in any lnctnr0mirg divorcs
proceedings involving cither him or Greg Turkich. Perth fandom was razther cemplonent
over the whole thing, leaving the younger members to contest the event. They wera
soundly trounced by the greater experience of the Heavyweights = Jack Herman, Cati
Mchorell, Justin Ackreyd, The Real Official Carey Handfield and token woqtexn
Austrblhan Greg Turkich. Experience showed through, especially in Jack's masterfui
command of the fanzine collation, where the Heavvwelghts coliated four out of five
possible copies of Dave Lucket! and Craig Hilton's fiiksong book. The nearest
opponents were able to ccllate a solitary cnpy What rhey did to pocor Erik Hardine
the Ego Massage came close to staining Frik's underwear. (Jack also won the Triv 21
Pusuit and Greg Turkich won the Rail Raron Tournament. It was a clean sweep for Zhe
Heavyweights.)
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Following the Olympics there wzs the rituai pie in the face for the committee and the

fan guest of henour. The right to pie people had been won at the auction, incidently
raising money for the cenveution. FErik Harding's pie went for $75.0C. A Melbourne/

Sydney consortium vwon the right to pie Jaék Herman fot a mere $65.00 (Carving up that

particular pie cavsed minor iogistic problems, Eventuvally Mark Linneman and I lifted
Justin Ackroyd as a battering - or in this case a pieing ~ ram. Jane Tinsell had the
right to then smear the pie into Jack's beard and Cath MeDonell had the right to lick
it off. Cath Ortleib got phetographing rights.).

G R RS an interesting guest,
found her interesting to listen =0l
good Gol speech.

Though net all agreed with her politics, most

She plaved a mean serious filk seng, and gave 3

Each and every member of rhe Swancon X1 committee deserves a pat on the back as
oppuosed to the pie in the face that they got. Perth have proved heyond a doubt their

convention runniu? credentisls. They're talking about bidding for the 1989 Natcon,
and they've got my vote.

Mave-Ortlieh,
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THE 1986 DITMAR AWARDS

Briefly, if you haven't heard, the Ditirar Awards are *'( I.f you sit bac?
given annually in Australia for excellence in differ- é lixe me there ?‘
ent science fictional and fannish categories. ] ﬁeve.r be Aussie-
Con in Perth .
..support 1994 -
YEAR OF YBE ABGRY
QUOEK A!

Traditionally, they're voted on by the members of the
year's National SF Convention, which this year was
Swancon X!, held over Easter.

Below are listed the different categories, and the
winner of each, with a further breakdown of how the
preferential votirg went. Now zead on....

IR ) o o) o o c c A0

Best Australian Fiction (Novel)

B EYWRACIER Spr TS = e Peter Carey I===-9~10-~14
'no award' ' Ul IR D13

LANDSCAPE WiTH LANDSCAPE .. Gerald Murnane e i
THE “TRANSING SYNDRGME .. .. ¥urt von Trojan ¢ 4
THE CHANGELINGS OF CHAAN .. David Lake 2

Best Austraiian ¥iction (Short)

The Bullet That Grows In The Gun .. Terry Dowling 7-—§-=—13-—18

Theddwisitaof fate .3 .. a0 David Srigg Er=le = el
The Lipton Village Society .. Lucy Sussex Sernhg Rt

e P RS, e s S Geprge  Parnas Sl

Glass Reptile Breakout .. Russell Blackfoxd Seats

Montage = +e -2 .. <. «. Lucy 3Bussex 2

'no award' : L

Best International Science Fiction

THE COMPASS POSE «+ -« .. Ursula Le Guin Gr——grllib22

‘no award' 1le=—il~=11=11--12
TiK TCK e ety TS s R ohn < Sifadelk Srmorma By frmann ]
BEAG B ot Ao e e L e P e A GE e B W ok & 4"-"§"—*6

FREE LIVE FREE .. .. .. .. Gene wWolfe Grrmin5

DEVIL IN A FOREST .. .. .. Gene Wolfe 2

ELLEANDER MORNING .. .. .. Jerry Yulsman i
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qut, Austraiian Fanzine = :
;{E——F’r:—'r—"‘m” = Best Australian Fanwriter

HEILEMVSILAL BEVIEW .. Bruce Gillegpic 12 5 G 22 S S

e e Oe TLE I LN noe Ciiluspie 43l 22 LE'E;"T’_EP_MB_ND_S (2 —~f g~y
[ EENOIONA S S INEEE St i Browa/Bidmonds Hr=—=p-—] =16 BRUCE GILLESPIE 9~—=13~-735
B e e s o= Buri: /ileddall 8—10~—i] MARC ORTLIER t—-8
YIGGER\.. Tt e e 4. MAPG Optliclh Lo, YYONNE {OUSSEAY J
SYRCANERIE S DR et et s <+« Irvin Rircgh 5 DAMIEN BROBERICK 4

'no award' - 'fo award:e =

William Atheling Jr. Award -'-‘&‘-E‘_i‘-i'.-“_"‘-i;f*L".-’_H'__I*Ellﬁ_éj"l:-_i,é‘}_
GLORGE TURNER Fomel (=23 MILK STATHOPGULOS 710153
YUONNE ROUSSEAU g~y IL?»“:I'G :1'&7?,'\." 10=-10—19~-;
RUSSELL BLACKFORD omm-7 bt i P
WILLIAH TALBOT q :AT{rygerf;?f IELLE 6~—7

1 award!® 5 MAR L. PRIDE X

N awar JOHN PALKEK o

‘NG awaid* 3

THE OTHER, OTHER AWARDS. .,

With what one can onl- ¢a’l fegtival abandon, a number of other, ncn-Ditmar awards
were also prescented a“ Swancon Xi. The 'Golder Caterpillar Awards', distributed in
an entirely biased fashion by Pauli Stevens, are given as a bit of an elbow jin the
ribs, for reascns scmetimes best known only to the few who have tc know, or who were
there at the time. There is also o creeping tendency to just give them to nice neople
too, however, as one can see below. .

)

Jay Plester, Sally Beasley and Cindy Evans ali Came away with "Good Guy Awards"
far more interesting were the follewing., ..

P BUE

tan Nichols -- for the unknown deed that made him think he should have won an award
at Aussiecon 1i.
John Hall-Freeman -- for being crazy enough to open a science fiction bockshop and
then proving the charge by opening another one.

Grant Stone -- for staiting the fannish baby boom,

Barbara de 13 Hunty -- for her €xpose at an Aussiecon |l room party which showed
exactly what Perth fans are made of.

Jack Herman -- for having the courage of his convictions. [Er, you mean people were

supposed to pelieve Jack when he said he was never going to run another convention?]

Justin Ackroyd -- the 'Rat Leaving the Sinking Ship' award.

Jeff Harris -- for the Texas Chainsaw Business Meeting, Adelaide 1985.

The thing about Western Australian sf conventions that especially attracts reople is
the sex - oh, no, I meant the way they have a different air about e mee et e
certainly showed up cn the awards night, when you could see thero was a whole 'nother
tradition of Western Australian fannish awards.

The Silver Swan is an award not Jiven at evry convention, but something presented upon
the occasion of its being deserved, and at this convention Grant Stone was honoured,
for ten years of service to W.A.fandom. Grant's been actively involved in fandom all

around Australia the's certainly been a great HelpStoSusBhenctat Thyme HQJ and the award
was well due.

Another award, sometimes series of awards, is the Tin Digiehe = Lt Vs E exclusively
Western Australian avard, given to fan artists, best W.A.fanzine, whatever. Due to
recent lack of such activity (bad luck about the Ditmar, Craig!), no awards were to

be given, but in a moving ceremony Lwhere's my handkerchiefl, Erik Harding, convention
chairman, gave out tws awards, anyway law...] to Cindy Zvans, and Kit Stevens, for their
tireless efforts to make the convention the success it surely was.

=} D 0 0 (] () 0 0 o (] o 3 o a o

Finally, in our coverage of the goings-on at Swancon, we find ourselves drawn to the
Business Session. What follows is the record of something between a temporary truce
and a final settlement in the recent Controversy over things Constitutional. We've

reduced it to what we consider an appropriate size:
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WARS ("The Adventure Winds Up')

Chapter Vi - "The Return of the Minutes

MINUTES OF Tie

SMARCON

The Cheir cutiined the situstion in regpect
43 passed at Adelaide. He ruled
na cbligaticn to #iVe Iny Awarde tor wag
the avatds, since advent ion had deleted the wen
uder the Constitution and had na power to
Advention',

Lion of

nake Reguiations ar

He then called for motions Erom the floor and Ro
and Greg Turkich seconded, "Thar
After debate, the m3tion was passed £y
31 votes to 2.

ha

leletnd in totn”,
rdg majority,

Sally Beaslev moves thar th
This Constiturion mav e
Business Meeting ac
This was segonded by

b¥ i unan
liar Sciener Fiet
koger Weddali,
Jack Herman forag 3
which appears her er.
Leigh Edmonds fuggestad an i
and incorporated |, and the moved "
be deleted." This wae sceonded by James |
Eric Lindsay moved an
Business meeting

the final
nded hy T4

After the debate, Leipgh P4
Linsay's smendment wag alsc
failed to attracr cre v
Proposed Constitutinn, ag amended, was pasced,
teads:

and losts
Beaslev's moud
Jack Heyman's

The new Comsritution

Convention Committes for each Zustra
3 vole of the Convention's menpers . are
invelving Australian fandom genera);
3zlence Fi £

e Will ensure tiat SNy &
“ntion wiil be applied fo:

noral

s accrued by an
e benefit of
} to reward
Comrittee.

the ¢
Canvent :
Smendrern

This motion wss passed by 45 votes ro 7.

Cathy Rerrigan moved 2 aumber of motiong:
Herson nated te report on the Awards
express “appropriave indignation® at the

foxr want of a seconder.

& proposal to have a
was defoated; ancther to
Swancon Committee lapsed

The Busisess Meering chern closed.

YINUTES OF THE 1986 S1:E sprecrion o

Tre Chair ruled that Bids for 1988 wouid

the fioor that
ratification.

be in acder dut suggested to
2 matiom vefer the winning bid to Capoon for
Sueh a motion was moved and carried.

“Wing preseatations, Jaz
of the 1988 Auseraliap SF
June 1988 and to be called CON

Herman was selected as the Convenar
be Leld in Swdney in

JATK 3 HEPMAN
BUSTNESS MEETING CHATE

e ——————— .

o~
e,
i o

/ s \\\

fhe congt fution? \
I eraia" i?‘lS- l)ger‘a )
~4; / Ta ol .
\\c $$oived in oto.
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Usually at Mational Conventions, the Business Session is cunningly placed in the

wee small hours o7 the morning
missed Qut on anything by slecping in.
sleeping in also means migsing
maybe even some muesli
fresh brewad coffee {or cea).

faround 10am) so that

out on breakfast of hot hot cross buns
like stuff with fruit to g0 on top,
TSl they would even do greasy sausages and eggs

peonie don't feel that they've

But they do things differently at Swancon, and
, Danish pastries,
not to mention the pot of

for those who could fare them at that time 1n the merning. ;

+ S0 this Swancon Business Session was unusually well attended,
proportion of half-awake zombies who were
There was one person, however,

breakfast.

albeit by a
just looking for somewhere to sit down after
who had obviously coame very well prepared -

this was Jack Herman, and it was his roneoed handout that everyone picked up on their

way through the door, and it was he who

Jack is no rewcomer to the business of running and

it for years in the world of
mark at

practising
making hisg

world Science Fiction Society Meetings also.

was sitting in the Chairman's seat.

steering meetings ~ he's been
NSW debating, and more recently he has been
He came to this

meeting with a job to do (which included promoting his own Constitutional proposal)

and he gat on with it

- various mutterings on the subject of bulldozers aside.

I think it was romewhere in the middle of the debate on a substantive motion from
Sally Beasley fher proposed Constitution) with the fereshadowed motion from Jack (his
Constitution) and a stray ammendment on top of that (no Cornstitution at all) (which

probably should have

year I should just sleep in

baen disallowed on the basis

voting against the other two motions wouldn't have
chances to speak against everybody else's (except Jack's) one)
» even if it does mean missing breakfasc...

that it didn't achieve anything that
- except to give Leigh Edmonds two
that I decided that next
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PAN__FUNDS

GREC PICKERSGILL WINS TAFF

Voting for the Trans-Atlantiec Fan Fund finished on May 15. This year was the firset
with the '20% Rule' in vperation. This requires each candidate to gain at least

20% of the first preference vote in each of North America and Europe; and Judith
Hanna was its first victim when she failed to get the required votes from her

adopted country (though she polled quite well with Australian voters) .

Greg Pickersgill will travel to Atlanta to attend Confederation in August, wear funny
badges, give speeches, attend banquets, that sort of thing.

The results:

North America Europe Australia Totals Ist Distribution

Greg Pickersgill 49 b 48 1 9R 125
Simon Qunsley 64 i 3 Bé 114
Judith Hanna 40 16 5 61 =
Hold Over Funds - 2 = 2 2
Write-ins:

Woofy 1 i

Yorkshire Ripper 1 }

Ken Slater § i

Terry Jeeves 1 !

TOTALS 136 104 9 249

wkd FFANZ ~ WINNER ANNOUNCED IN CLOSE _ CONTEST

At last, we can announce a result! After an very close contest, with only
the last few voles deter mining the result, Roger Weddal!l has won FFANZ
for 1986. The voting ir detaif was:

Austeaiia  New Zealand Total

George Turner e 6 23
Foger Weddat! 17 8 25

S0 you see, it was very close! Vigorous voting at SWANCON helped swelf an
otherwise fow Australian vote count, whiie the absenrce of a simifarly sized
and placed con in NZ ment we didn't get as many votes there. ' Thanks are
due to the Australian voters.

Special thanks are of course due to our'two candidates. While George did
not win, the result obviously refiects considerable support for him. What a
shame we onlv have one winner.

Final thanks to Michelie Muysert and other helpers in Perth, and Cary
Handfieid for help with vote and donation coilection.

FFANL is still a bit short of f unds. so if you have any money-raising ideas
please contact:  john Newman, P.O.Box 189, Prahran, 3181
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UPCOMING SCIENCE FICTION CONVENTIONS

AUSTRALYAN DR WHO  PAKRTY

late:
Rates:
Venue:
Mail:

25 fugust 1986, llam to 6pm

$4 aduits, $2.50 children, $8 family concecssion
Steplien Poberts Theatre, Universicy of Sydney
P.0. Box 4B, Sladesville, NSW 2111

SWANCOM XII

Dates:
Rates:
Venue:
Mail:

1-3 March 1987 (WA Labour Day Weekend)

$15 attending 'for the momen*t’.$§5 Supporting

An sbandoned Convention centre, scmewhere in Perth.

P.0. EBox 318, Nedlands 6009
Swancen 12 s beingz organised by the new peneration of Perth fans. New look
Perth fandom seems to be quite innovative, havirng moved the con from the
traditional Australia Day timeslot in order to take full advantage of the
enormots quantities of cheap convent ion space which will by then be lying
abandoned in the wike of the America's Cup. (It's a pity that this Labour
Day is enly a noliday in WA and not in other states). This Swancon seems
likely to continue the tradition of Swancons as small, relaxing, great fun
and well worth getting to.

EASTER IN '87

Dates:
Venue:

17-21 April 1987 (Easter)

The bush, Victoria (not too far from Melbourne)
Easter in '87 is the week before Capcon. So various people got together and
thought it might be nice to have a relaxacon in Melbourne then, especially
since there hasn't been a good Fastercon in Melbourne for a couple of years.
So the Real Orfficial Careu Handfield Fan Club got together and are strongly
rumoured to be organising something, though they haven't found a spot for it
vet. This Con should be fairly inexpensive, and well placed for interstate
people on their way to Capcon to stop off and make it a whole week of
conventioning. Tt should also feature genuine trees and bush fairly close by.
So keep your Faster free.

CONVICTION (27th Australian SF Convention)

Dates: T16-13 June 1988 (Gueen's Birthday Weekend)

Rates: $30 attending until Syncon '86 (June 7-9). $20 Supporting.

Venue: Somewhere around Sydney Cove 4
GoH's: Spider & Jeanne Robinson

Fan GoH: Carey Handfield L
Theme : Song and Dance and Science Fiction.

Mail:

YAy

Box 272, Wentworth Building, University of Sydney 2006, Australia.
After Jack Herman hung up his hat at the end of Syncon '83 and announced that
he was retiring from the convention business for good, the pundits gave him
about five years before he'd be back again, and it seems they were rignt.
Conviction takes up where Syncon '83 left off. It's not a Worldcon, but it's
being promcted overseas as a good reason to visit Australia and see Australian
fandom in its own habitat (there was even talk of a write-in Australia in '88
Worldcon bid, though I'm not sure what became of that);, so if all goes well,
there could be a good international element to this Con. "Conviction will
emphasise participatior and performance in all aspects of Science Fiction and
fandom" according to this sheet in front of me '~ drama, song and dance will
be encouraged, as will other performance items." I'm told the emphasis is
going to be off Panels and on Round Table Discussions and Workshops instead.
Also they announce: “As a start, there are two competiticns, with cash prizes:
for {!) a design for a Con T-Shirt and (2) a Conventicn anthem, a filk with
theme or contents reflecting the Con's ideas and/or guests.” Hmmm, I wonder
when Jack's going to get around to organising a real Worldcon.
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GANG _OF _THREE SPEAK  OUT: 1087 RACE OPEN

Nominations are now upen for the J9R7 DUFF race. The fund was created in WEL/va 86)
encourage closer ties between fans in Australia and North ‘merica, with host
countries alternating cachyear. DUFF delegates visit a major SF conventicnin

the host counctry, and visir fansg they might otherwise never meet in person.

The 1986/7 race will bring an American fan to Australia to attend Capcon (the
1987 Australian Naticnal Con), 25-27 April 1987. The winner may also be fan GoH
at a Melbourne relaxanon a week before Capcon.

Candidates must have three US and two Australian nominators. These five must send
their nominations to the DUFF administrators by the end of confederation (lst
September 1286) and the Candidate must put in a 100 word platform and a §i10 hond
by the same date. Voting will start as soon as we {the administrators) get back
from Confederation and distribute voting forws, probably mid-September. Voting
closes cn December 31 1386 {to give the winning candidate/s time to arrange their
trip, Capcon being in april)

DUFF exists solely on the donuations ard contributionsg ci tans, and always welcomes
material for auction and donations cof miney. There will be auctions of DUFF
material at future cons. Coatributiong can be brought to the con or sent to

the local administator. Anvone may contribute, even if ineligihle to vote.
Cheques ((sorry - Checksi)should be made out to Robbie and Martv Cantor (in

North America) and DUFF Australia ({for Chegques)) here, there being three of us
this vear.

ADM[§I§I§§TORS; Lewis Morley, Marilun Pride, Nick Stathopoulcs,
54 Junicr St, Leichhardt, NSW 2040, Australia

Marty & Robbie Cantor,
11565 Archwood, North Hollywood, CA 916C6, USA.

IGO NOMINATIONS AHHOUNCED

BEST NOVEL

ELOOD MUS1C Creg EBEear [(Arbor/Gollance/Ace)
CUCKOOD'S EGG C.J. Cherryh (Fantasia Press/DAW)
ENDER'S GAME Orson Scott Card (TOR- hc/pb / Century)
FOOTFALL Niven/Ponrnelle (Del Rey/Gollarnce)
THE POS5TMAN David Brin (Bantam)

BEST NOVELLA

Green Mars Kim Stanley Robinson { IASFM 2/85)

The Only Thing To Do J. Tiptree Jnr. (F&SF 10/85)

Sailing to Byzantium Robert Silverberg (IASFM 2/85)

Scapegbat C.J. Cherryh (Alien Stars - Paen)

24 Views of Mt Fuji by Hokusai Roger Zelazny (2SN - ),
BEST NOVELETTE
A Gift from the Graylanders. WMichael Bishop (IASFM 9/85)

The Fringe Orson Scott Card (F&SF 10/85)
Paladin of the Lost Hour Harlan Fllison (UNIVERSE 15, L 2N2/58/53)
Portraits of His Children George R R Martin [(IASFM 11/85)

Dogfight Michael Swanwick &€ William GCilbson {Omni 7/85)

11
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SCIENCE FICTION AND COMETS

Talk to the Naticnal Book Ccuncil Meeting of April 4 by Sean Mc Mullen.

The subject of this talk is the comet in science fiction. We shall be
looking at several works publishcd over the last century or so. First however, we
need som= scientific huckground on canets. As you are no dmbt sick of hearing by
rnow, Fdmond ilalley was the first to show that comets cbeved tne same laws of
pldhetary motion as all other bodies in our solar system. He did this using the
canet that now bears his name as a test case. By aprlying those very laws the masses
of individual camets could now be calculated, and most were found to contain about as
much material as an everage sized mountain. Until the 1940's the main theory of their
compcsition was that they were orbiting piles of gravel, Dut then the American
astronomer Whippin suggastad that comets could be masses of ice and dust - the
dirty snowball thecry. This theory has'subgequently been proved largely correct
by astronacers and spaceprcobes.

T¥or most of the history of sciene fiction, comets have vied with the
planet Saturn as a symbol ¢f things extra-terrestial in graphic art, yet comets are
uncanuon as a major theme in the work of most authors. The reasons are clear enough.
People car understand planets: you can land on trem, walk on them, shoot at exotic
wildlife or be eaten by it. A comet has a dissolving surface, and the temperature
varies fram hot encugh to melt lead to cold enough to freeze hydrogen in the mare
extreme cases, and it has no atmospiere as we think of atmosphere. Comets are made
contain only enough water to fill a large dam, yet their tails stream out to be bigger
than anything in the sky.

Sc what can you do with a comet? You can send an expedition to it, have
something crash into it, or run it into something, but not much more. Authors have
responded to the problem either by turning comets into what they are not - in spite
of the best scientific data available - or by being strict with scientific facts
to the point of brutality.

In 1877 Tules Verne published Hector Servadac, which has been translated
as Off On A Comet. The novel was written after his better known works, sukh as
Twehty Thousani Leagues Under the Sea, and Journey to the Centre of the Farth, and it
gives thre impress'on that the authcr was a little short of ideas at the time. It
tells of the comet Gallia, which grazes the farth and ccoops up a sample of people
as it passes. These potter about in an impossibly earthlike environment on the
comet's surface until it comcs near the Zarth again and they =scape back home again
in a hot air balloon! ’

The book is terrible, and the comet is no more than an exotic location for
a Verne adventure. Leaving aside the shaliow and steriotyped characters, overtones
of anti-semitism, and Gallic jingoism, the scientific aspects of this work would have
been enocugh to make a contemporary astronomer throw up his hands irn horror. Verne
presents the reader with large tracts of scientific facts on comets, then goes on to
make absurd speculations. The physics of a real cometary near miss with the Earth
woulcd reduce anyone caught in between to something approxinating burned mince;
Verne's characters are dropped intact onto the comet's surface. A comet could hold
a breathable atmosphere for minutes at the most, yet Gallia has breathable air for
the whole of the story. I have examined the dynamics of Gallia's orbit, and it
seems nct to obey any laws of motion or gravitation that Newton and Kepler discovered.

In summary, Verne demonstrated by his lengthy quotations of known
scientific fact that he knew better than to make the wild assertions that the bcok
was based upon. As far as I can see, this early masterof sciece fiction had a very
severe lapse, and chose to ignare whatever physics and astronomy did not £it in with
the story that he wanted to write. Shame on you, Jules.

Thirty one years later, in 1906, H.G.Wells published In The Days Cf The
Comet. Wells was a sharp observer of contemporary society as well as a master of
technical speculation, and the book is an interesting statement on class and economic
divisions in the England of the early Twentieth Century. It has very little to do
with comets, however.
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The bock is written in the €irst person, and tells of how human socioty
is altered when a cowel strikes the Rarth and some compound in it alters the nitrogern
of the air. People audderly become reasonable about everything fraom tennhancy laws to
international affairs, aind o0id cities are pulled dowh and new ones built. By the
book's end the matters of free love and wife swapping had beer raised, Sustified and
indulged in. Coming only five years after the death of Queer Victor:ia, the book
understandably caused something of a sensation.

As literature, there could hardly be a bigger contrast with Hector Servadac
The characters and the society in wnich they live are drawn with care, and in same
depth, and a lot of the moralstatements in the book must have required some courage and
conviction to make. The narrator has beczn unsuccesstul in love, and sheer jealcusy
mixed with resentment over class barriers have him attempting murder by the time
the comet arrives. After that, the utopian age begins under the influence of the
comet-altered nitrogen. was Wells hinking of the effects of another nitrogen
compound, nitrous oxide or laughing gas, which can also alter human behaviour? After
the comet hits, reality as we know it takes flight; but then surely any society in
which most of the more familiar vices have been rationalised or abolished would
seemfantastic.

Technically, Ir The Days Of The Comet is unadventurous and Wells could
have just as easily used ncon rYays or & magic genie to cause what he calls 'the great
change'. The actual impact of the comet is not thought to have caused much trauma,
although even the science of the time would have rredicted a cataclysm at least on
the scale of rarakatoa volcanc's explosicn of 1885. One interesting point though, is
that Wells suggested that a comet could contain materials that migh*t directly affect
humans. Four years later, the poison cyanoger was discovered in the tail of Halley's
comet not long before the Earth passed through it. The concentrations were too small
to kill anyone, but there was panic, and on a fairiy large scale. So comets can
indeed be a direct cause of social upheaval; good work, Mr Wells.

Another thirty years takes us to 1936 and the early years of so-called
nmodern science fiction. I have selected a novel called The Cometeers, by Jack
Williamson as representative of the period.

It might well have been called Footy Vampires From Outer Space, even
though it was meant to be taken seriously. The plot involves a green, football-shaped
thing that is millions of miles long and suppcsedly looks like a comet (one is left
wondering if the author has ever seen a real comet). The green thing is really a
vast spaceship that gqulps whole worlds for fuel and indeed a number of planets are
incorporated in its structure. Its immortal, invisible energy lifeform inhabitants
brighten up their otherwice drab’'lives by sucking the essence - whatever that is -
out of humans. In keeping with the conventions of the time, the humans win the final
battle.

As a typical example of pulp science fiction of the 1930's, The Cometeers
is as gocd as any, but the scientific content ic little different from the average
Coran novel. The author did make two good points however. The first is that the
comet might be a space ship, which is not all that Ffar fetched. The nuclei of the
smaller real comets are not much different in size from a large oil tanker, which
is a construction project within even human capabilities. The second concerns the
unreasoning fears that comets can generate. The hero, Bob Star, thinks of the 'comet’
as an evil green eye staring at him, so that even a spaceage man shares a fear that
people have had since they lived in caves. Something odd in the sky can be very
threatening if you do not understand it.

In 1950, an early Australian science fiction magazine called Thrills
Incorporated (number 5) published Devouring Comet by Ace Carter. This time the science
is a little (but not much) better, and while the 'spaceship comet' theme is repeated,
the disguised craft is - more realistically - only a mile across. It could also
mean that Americans think big and Australians do not, but I would rather not
speculate. The story, in both style and content, is set firmly in the style of the
1930's. Giant aliens are capturing Earths spaceships in their own ‘'comet' spaceship,
but a pair of Flash Gordon lookalikes, Ken and Jimmy, get aboard and destroy the
Norgaemen's craft with an atoblaster and green marble bombs. What more can I say?
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I would rate £he =torv ahead of Eecler Servadac and The Cometeers, but it is way
behind tre state of *re art of its Zay,

Thas Far *re

Q

omets have bean moulded to suit the stories, but go forward
to 198Cerd we Lave 3 story by Arthur C.Clarke called Into The Comet. While not
remarkable literzture, the story is technically excellent science €iction, based on
the best scientific fheory of the iay. Tts speculaticns are intelligent and do not
contradict known facts:; it informs *he reader and it is entertaining.

Intec The Comet describes a manned expedition to a comet. The spacecraft

reacnes the comet's nucleus, which is like a collection of iceberygs, then goes into the
® I the computer fails. Recause of rhe

B
-

tail. As thev preprare to leave for Far
complexitiss 2f orbitel calculaticns and fuel consideratians, they cannot plot a

course for howe, an? slectrical interFfearsnce from the tail of the comet cuts off
communications with Zarths computers. It seems as if the crew are doon:ed to die as

the ship's SsEMnBeUEE bEt I gn S maeber suggests constructing a computer made up

of crewmen wusing ahacusses. This compuier is very slow and gets tired easily, but
thev manzge to ealouniate an ozbit which brings the ship within radic contact with Earth.

A CES

for Ltechnical rigor, and he certainly applies it
{5 (¢} € now hecome fashionable in science fiction, and in
_ ace was not only belween the USA and the USSE, but between space
scientists anid science fiction writers. There were already satelites in the sky,
Iunik 2 had hit *he moon, and Lunik I hag not only become the first artificial planet,
but it had released a cloud of sodium vapour to become the first artificial comet!

A good summary of the comet-inspircd science fictiorn of the next twenty
five years is Comets, poblished in 1986 and edited by Asimov, Greenberg and Waugh.
Most of the twenty short stories in the anthology were written after Into The Comet
and illuztrate the application of beth modern science and plotting in dealing with
comets. However, as those storiss that were trying to be serious d4id not make any
sigrnificant new predictions, I shall pass it by with a recommendation to read.

Comet halley by Sir Frederick Hoyle is very much in the mould of good
teckhnolegy writing. Hoyle is a scientist of some distinction as well as a sCience
fiction writer. Twelve days before the Giotto encounter with Halley's Comet Hoyle
predictec “hat the nucleus would be very dark, witn a surface that might resemble
black velvet in reflectivity. Giotto oroved him right. Hoyle has also proposed
that orcanic life is possible on comets, and evidence is buiiding up in support of
this idea.

His 19235 science fiction novel seems dedicated to displaying Hoyle's
experience of life at the top in the British scientific and pelitical establishment,
while the personal relationships qf the characters are to me annoyingly krusque. I
thirk that the hook could have been writiern in less than half of its 419 pages, but

on the other hand the science is both logical and original,

The novel's plot has all comets as live 'cells' in an oxganism as large as
the solar system., They are found to be enitting radic messages, and British and
Eurppear scientists establish contact with them. It turns out that comets are not
able to broadzast to each other, but if the Earth is used as sort of relay station,
they can converse with each other. Humanity greatly benefits from the comets'
learning, while the comets have their collective existence greatiy enhanced by using
the Earth to communicate. Because it is not in their interests to have human
civilization - and communication equipment - wiped out by nuclear war, the comets
take sters to reduca international tensions, and even alter the Earth's climate a
little to improve the environment for humans.

Rs a novel, C(Comet Hallev is not in the same class as Hovle's A Foxr
Andromeda ox The Black Cloud, but it is still imaginative and competent sclence fiction.
There is a faint echo of Wells in that the comet makes the world a hetter place to
live, Dbut now there is a logical reason for the comet doirg so.

Lastly, in the May 1986 issue of Amazing Stcries, is the Short Story
The Man wWhe 9Dlit In Twain, by F.G.MacIntyre. Mark Twain was born during the 1835
visit of Halliey's Comet and died during the return of 1910. The story peostulates that

an alien visitor from the comet was trapped inside his unberrn body in 1835 and was
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not able to escape until the comet returned in 1910. 1The alien comes back to earth
for a nostalgic visit to Twain's rooms in London during the 1986 return of the comet,
where he converses with the story's narrator.

Intelligent aljens are said to inhabit all comets, waking up at each
approach to the sun. They are not corporeal, but they cannot survive for long
without the shelter of either the comet 'star mother' or a sentient host creatura.
The one who becomes part of Twain is used to account for personality problems and
various related actions in ths AW E R SEN TS

What I liked about this story was that the evidence for the main idea wag
taken from historical and literary sources rather than from haxd science. The story
itself was a sort of literarv research fantasy, and covered aspects of Twain's
life in detail 1o justify the plot. Scientifically, there is nothing really new
or original, but neither is there anything outrageous.

In a sense, we have come full circle with the plots involving comets,
because Tie Man Who Splii The Twaln secs them as  worlds unto themselves, just as
Verne did. 0On the othé;t_ﬁiﬁaj—_ﬁodern writers make no attenrt tc ignore what
sCience tells us about them, so that ag worlds, cometz - and their inhabitants -~

are strange and alien.

Thus we see that the comet started out in science fiction as a plastic prop
to largely unrelated stories, and evolved into a thirg that was more scientifically
correct yet stranger. Science fiction can he living beings, spaceships, tiny
worlds populated Iy intelligent beings, or even several cubic miles of ice and
organig campound. One was even made of rubbish! In Sidnev's Comet by Brian Herbert,
published in 1983, all the garbage that people have ever dumped into space
Teappears as a giant comet on a collision course with Earth.

So what is a real comet like? The March 20 issue of New Scientist tells
us that the Ciotto and Vega established that Halley's comet has a nucleus about
eight kilometers by fifteen, which is made of dark, dirty ice and is covered in a
black material like tar. In each approach to the sun, ice evaporates past the layer
of tar leaving residue that makes the layer thicker. Eventually the tar will become
so thick that a tail cannot form. So the truth is boring, vou say? Perhaps there
remains no better way to brighten it up and expiain it than by a science fiction story.

[at this point, Sean read his own Short Story: The Need For The Spectacle , which we
haven't reproduced here. ]

In concluding, T would like to mention one last novel on Halley's Comet:
In The 'Heart of the Comet by Gregory Benford and David Brin. This was published
only a few weeks agec and I have not as yet secn one of the very few copies in
Australia. Set during the next return of Halley‘s Comet, it has been given good
reviews and I look forward to reading it myself. I wish to thank Thomas Nelscn
Australia, the staff of the Fisher Library, and the National Bock Council for their
assistance in the preparation of this talk.
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GALACTIC TOURS -~ THE REAL STORY

The second Menday in March in Melbourne is a holiday; and as the sun pokes its
head above the horizon to start thenew day, outside a well known hotel up the top end
of the city, the masses assemble in funny costumes preparing to ride even funnier
vehicles down Swanston St in the annual Moomba procession. This year, inside that same

hotel, attendees of the 1986 National Media Convention - 'Galactic Tours’ were sleeping
after a hard night's partying.

Two who went were Allan Bray, who drove across from Acelaide, and Hazel Dodd,
who lives in Canberra. what follows is their story:
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Chapter l: The Journey

[a.B.] I decided to go carly, on the Wednesday before .the con because the Nova Mob
was meeting on that evening and Cathy was talking about Cene Wolfe's Doctor, Death and
Island stories. It was three in the afternoon before I reached the federal police
station in Jolimont to find out from Cathy when to pick her up for the Nova Mob.

We had a cup of coffee courtesy of the federal fuzz, then I went out to the
flat to dump my stuff. I got stuck behind a tram on thc way back, its number was 2C01l.
We then wandered out to Bay St, Port Melbourne and the Rose and Crown pub (unusual name
fecr 2 pub, that) for dinner before Nova. Marc Ortlieb turned up and Lucy Sussex, along
with Sean McMullen, Mark Linneman and others I didn't know.

Around at the Blackford's place, the first edition of the resurrection of AFR
was being collated with John Fo yster doing the stapling with a rather contrary stapler.
I bought one; it's pretty good. Buy one-folks and help support JgKH/FE¥ZLEr] £/ AL IBH
BZYiddYf this new resurgence of william Atheling nominations. The folding and stapling
continued while Cathy gave her dissertation ; she knows more about Gene Wolfe than

Bruce Gillespia does however the discussion was rather patchy. Maybe Wolfe's too
difficult for most everybody?

A little later Roger Weddall arrived and Wynne Whiteford, who was treated
seriously by Russell Blackford (about time too!). There were fun topics discussed over
cofiec such as the Natcon Constitution and the strange (very strange) [yet... oh, why
borler - it's all over now -~ eddl complaints and misunderstandings about same that were
cirvculating at the time.

The next day, mine hostess had to go to college in the morning, work in the
afternoon and a tute in the evening, so I was left to my own devices all day except for
dinner, which was had at a restaurant in the Tivoli Arcade - a friendly place; I like
it when the waiters talk to you. Rod Hanna accompanied us, having arrived by air

that morning. Cathy then adjourned to her tute which was being held in a private house
with a pool and spa (some tute).

Meanwhile, Rod and I proceeded to Ripponlea to see Merv Binns of recent
banfkruptcy fame. For someone who's just gone through what Merv has lately, the man
is still pretty cheerful and optimistic. We sat around and nattered for a while, then
I dunped myself on Cathy's floor and Roed back at his hotel.

Al

Chaptex 2: The Con and the Guests

e

[A.R.2 The only item I attended on Friday was the first of the autograph sessions
with the great and famous, alternately known as David Frowse and Katy Manning, the

joint Guest of Honour - two more delightful people would be hard to find. This item
started close enough to time: Katy arrived five minutes late and David, due to the
attentions of the local media, about fifteen minutes later. This meant that Katy had
processed quite a long queue (all those present when she first arrived) by the time
David started signing, so I had a chancefcr a good chat before she again became
enmeshed. She told me scmething which mildly surprised me: It is her opinion that
most non-professional theatre groups in Australia are as good as professional provincial
repertory grgups in the UK and in many cases better. So much for the cultural cringe.

David Prowse is an excellent and practised raconteur; during the con he
conducted two talk sessions, one with slides and one with question and answer. He lead

an interesting and eventful life in bodybuilding, weight lifting, running, highland
athletics, disabled sport and children's road safety, the details of which are beyond
this article's scope and outside his show business career. One thing calls for mention
however: if you wonder who gave Superman his muscles - it was David.

Thne irmpcrtant things being disposed of (the autographs), I took a more detailed
look at th: 2an and found evidence of much hard work

CH.D.]:

Thers were many enjoyable, memorable occasions, including the opening ceremony,
the Fashion Parade (i bid two thousand credits!) and the sneak preview of Enemy Mine
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we were all priveleged to see. A wonderful coup, hats off to the Committee for that
one. Mind you, if they could have neard the rumours and suppositions rampant as to
what the title of the movie was going to be.... Return of the Enterprise, Khan Strikes
Back, even Rocky XXXVI. And those highly entertaining GoH's! What utterlv charming
people Katy Manning and David Prowse ore.

They acted as true professionals, never being farved by the tardiness of events
and always bezing polite at every occasion. Katy Marning had the graciousness to say
she remembered me fram a Dr Who Con in Canberra, and even if it wasn't true (which |
suspect it wasn't) she made it sound genuine enough anyway, and acted as if she was
really pleased to see me.

David Prowse was a wonderful sport, and was really quite chuffed at being made
an honourary Klingon, and being precented with a badge and cetificate stating same from
Lana Brown from New Zealand.

[a.B.1:

This convention was the Media Natcon for 1986 and was of appropriate size and
oomplexity. There were nine areas of activity running in parallel at most times during
the daylight hours. Registration and hucksters were open and staffed all day as were
the exhibition, art show and games room; these were closed in the evening. The video
room ran frau early AM to late PM. The remaining three areas were a triple programme
stream running both morning and evening. The programme contained all the usual things:
talks, panels, trivia quiz, live plays, eotc...

The difference between a mediacon and the SF Natcon showed not in the quality
of the items, which was high, but in the content. There were talks on the p ractical
aspects of space flight, communication, astronomy, pilot training, robotics. There were
panels which concentrated on particular series and the fanzines and clubs coneerning
that series (this bears some similarity to panels on a specific author). The plays
were fully costumed and performed, the filk singing was performed on stage with a
small live bhand.

The hucksters room was almost as populated as Aussiecon, the static displays
were many and excellent, in particular the full scale reconstruction of the bridge of the
Enterprise, albeit without catwalk.

The final day saw the business meeting, a quiet well ordered affair with no
controversy, and a preview showing of Enemy Mine, the film from Barry Longyear's novel;
a first class production and definitely Hugo material. During this film, @athy had
been scheduled to do a talk entitled A Structural Analysis of Blakes Seven but this was
changed to the previous day so as not to clash with the film which almost everybody
attended. The talk did run into trouble with noise leakage though. The three programme
areas were separated only by folding partitions so that any loud noise in one area
was sudden death to a quieter item next door. This wac the fault of the facility, not
the convention.

During the business meeting on the last day, there was a writer's workshop whkich
became about six people sitting around talking; there had, it scems, been nothing
specific organised. Finally, at two on Monday came the closing ceremony, everybody
was thanked and told how nice they were and we all went home.

Chapter 3: The Dark Side of the Force

[ap.1:

After having had a while to think about it, I'd say that two things let the
hard-working Con Committee down rather badly. One of them was the hotel and the
other was the secuiity team,

To deal with first things first, and the item which was least under the.conFroi
of the committee, in my opinion the hotel was grossly unable to fulfill its obl»gat:o?s
as a major con venue. |'m told they had in fact double booked that weekend, but that's
no excuse for the surly treatment meted out to some of the con atteadees, and Tot :
least of all was the fact that the coffee shop was out of bounds most of the time in
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favour of the other con, and that we couldn't even gei any food via room service over
the weekend. And, when we were allowed inside its hallowed sanctity, it was one and a
half hours before we walked out in disgust at having not yet been served.

Now onto the security. wWell, I think they were very successful.. . that s,

hey succeeded in putting up the backs of just about every person they came into centact
Give them some little false moustaches and a pair of jack boots each, and they would
have looked the part also. John [Meekings - con chairl, if vou thought you heard a

lot of baaaing going on that weekend. you were right. We were treated like sheep.
Walk, don't walk. Don't go in there. Don't stand heres "=Sit down.. Sshuf up., . meéds
go on? | was told that if 1'd had any experience in running a con then !'d appreciate
the problems of crowd control (note the choice of words). Well, yes, ! have had
experience, and you know there are ways of eliciting the desired response from the
public, and there are ways of just plain antagonising pcople. The security team
chose the latter anproach. Exaample: "Excuse me, we're having a little problem with
security. ‘Would you mind wearing your badge in a prominent position?'' would have
garnered far more cooperation than the neanderthal 'Where's yer badge? Put it on where
I can see it." Mind you, sttitude counts too: ''please'’ means notiing when said in a
dictatorial and surly manner.

There were many more such instances, but unless this is to become a catalogue
of complaints 1'11 conclude that most people | spoke to were annoyed at the fascist
behaviour of certain members of the security force, and that John Meeckings was actuzlly
moved to apologise for them. Thank you, John, for your understanding, at least.

Chapter 4: In The Inerests of Natcon Security

Alan Stewart, in a recent letter, relates the following tale also:

During the open to the public times, conventioners in costume were ordered
to stand around the area as ‘exhibits', for hours in some cases.

O? the Sunday afternoon, Katy Manning and Dave Prowse were signing autographs
: e ; z ;
in the ‘Public’' area. Some security people ordered conventioners out of the line (!)

saying they could get them later! As Katy left for a work commitment later that
afterncon, a very shallow promise.

1 consider both actions unacceptable from a convention security team.
Conventioners PAID to attend and ENJOY themselves.

Ex.p.1:"

i'm sure also that everyone who attended is familiar with the interminable
waiting cndured by the attendees. Has this become the fashion? The worst occasion by
far was the pcol-side fiasco prior to the costume parade, where the hopeful audience
was kept waiting outside in the freezing cold for well over an hour, while inside the
participants melted in their makeup. I'm sure that if it hadn't been for the fact that
the parade is such a vital part of every con, many of us would simply have given up
and gone to the bar for the rest of the evening. And as it was, once again the good
humour and general friendliness of the attendees made the waiting bearable by way of
light-hearted banterings and by-plays, which certainly helped to pass the time, anyway
(""Always look on the bright side of life, de dum, de dum de dum dedum'' - not to mention
""Welease Woderwicck!"')

La.B.]:

The masquerade was scheduled to start at 8pm and ran over an hour late (yes,
I went to Aussiecon too, but we expect better than that). The irritation was compounded
by the weather, which had turned cold and rainy, and the fact that the queue for
entrance foimed in the open, on the roof. It was made even worse by the fact that
during the last twenty or so minutes and for some undetermined reason we were trickled
in two or three at a time.

After the auditorium was full, we were subjected to an almost deafening
repetition of Star wars theme music, which could well have been dispensed with. When
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the parade did start, it was of a high standard with some hard work and creativity in
evidence. Unfortunately though, I found the masquerade itself considerably over-
shadowed by the technology used to present it. The room was packed with lights: there
were lights behind, lights in front, and lights overhead and the way they were used did

not always display the parade to best advantage. There were looms of cables all
around, video cameras and even a large video control conscle. A good point though:
hotography was permitted.

[H.D.1:

Once inside though, it wac worth it. The standard of entry was exceedingly
high, and as a mere spectator, | was impressed. HMind you, our enjoyment was somewhat
marred by a.particular member of the security team {yet again, what a tirecome little
bore who chose to take exception to 2 shakra wiélded by one of the participants. |
can clearly remembeir reading the Weapons Policy {which he said he wrote - so he
certainly ought to remember also) that edged weapons were not to be ailowed, and
considering this particular dramatic prop was as blunt as a butter knife and anyway
had already been cleared through John Meekings, | see no justification at all for the
tantrum thrown about it.... or was this simply sour grapes at losing?

[a.B.1:

The followinag night, the next item occurred which involved some of the aspects
of a bummer. This was the combined banquet and 'fashion' show. Once again, it was an
hour late; it was promoted as fully licensed but the only bocze that was available
was two grades of cheap whitc wine. The first course was a fruit cocktail - there's
not muchr you car do wrong with that. Second was beef or chicken with vegetables; no
ciioice, it just got slapped in front of you alternately round the table. The same
with the desert:strudel or chocolate mouse alternately around the table. This as far
as I am concerned is bad form. The courses were interupted by the 'fashion' parade.
Once again the technology was intrusive; high powered follow spot lights [oaya Hugh!?
blinded us periodically as they followed the models arcund thc catwalk.

Then, to make the evening complete, Cathy Kerrigan won one of the short story
prizes and it was anncunced as authored by PALIVE /SHEPAYE someone else.

Chapter 5: all In all ...

fa.B.1:

In retrospect, this con was an interesting experience for me as my first
large media natcon The atmosphere was almost fannish; I even got to hold a collating
party in Rosie Peck's room. Bu there were sowme sour notes. One of these was the
complaints I heard from peoprle known to me who were coopted for security daty, about
the number of people wearing complimentary passes or nho badges at all who, when
asked to follow procedures, refused (some abusively) because they were A friend of
the committee and hence I assume, immune. There was also some ill nature from senior
security people. I know it's not the easiest of jobs folks, but it's just a ghoddamn
hobby; it helps to remember that. All in all, congratulations on a large complex job
in general guite well done.

[LHD.D:

I really did enjoy myself at the con.... all things considered | think the
committee did work very hard, and certainly did not deserve to be let down &as badly
as they were by the sescurity and the hotel.

A1l in all, despite the oddities of the hotel, the vaquaries of Melbourne
weather, the proximity of a fire station over the road {punctuated repose, ad nauseam)
and the advent of Moomba collecting and rehearsing right outside my hedroom window at
five-thirty in the morning after a three-thirty bed time, | had fun.

! met some interesting people, renewed my friendship with some old acquaintances
and got drafted into the Blue Squadron. What more could | ack for?

See you again (but not at the Townhouse, if you please!).

(9] a =} a =} a O (&) a (8] o a o o =)
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ANZAPA - NEW _EDITOP

tig summary of the current state of ANZAPA:

$12 per year (Australia,: New Zealand by air, anywhere else by sea)
$18 Morth Americs & Zurone by air
HMake out cheques or woney orders to OBE's name, not to Anzara,

Financial year srarts {n Auzust; if one joins mid-vear, fee is pro~rated
%2 or 83 / m2iling re @maining 1n the vear. Must pay at least till end
of current financiai vear; can't pay per mailingo. No refunds if one
dreps out; exceptions night be made in extreme cases, but don't count
19 I

6 meilings per veur (Tub, Apt, Jun, Aug, Dct, lec)

Maxinum membershin 30. Yo waitlist.at present,

Emergency OBE for fncil: Cerald Saith, GPO Pox 4209, b/ﬁqev NOW 2301

Incomity OBE atartiog June: Marc Grilietb, ¥2 Box 215, Forest H4ill Vie
FEGT

Current president: Marc & Cath (QFgadit HoE

Minac: b'pages per & monthe. Must contribuie ac. least 1 NRY Subs
to join, o count as minac, material must be oeli- ~-drawn,
AND must either be avclusive to Auzapa or matked ”13rsy pudlizhed in
Anzapa"™, One can put more L;iny-CirCULﬁieﬂ tanzines, zines with
otner people's vritinge ir them, pholosopics of cartoons, etc throush
Anzapa, but thov do H0T count towards minac.

30 copies of contributions shouid be sent to the OBE; most OBEs make some
arrangements for duplicating overseas members' contributions if
necessary; -ask *1rst.

.lﬂ\

CHANGES _OF ADDRESS - or ethic suabi headims /)
et FANNISH DINNERS - APKIL 1986 ON

There has beon a change of plan for Firse hedno wny Fannish Dinner. Due to
rhe so-called 'Lovely ladv' opening in Subiaco, future dinners will be held at
Pancakes on Hay Street. 1In view of this change of veaue, there will also be

a change of formet. Diners can meat Leforehand at The Space Merchants in
Forres£ Street, than wend thej: way to Pancakes around 6.30. anre?hm?nts at
Pancakes can be anvthing from coffee thru sweets to a full meal if desired,
thereby catering for a wider range of pockels.

In addition to this dinner/coffee/chat meeting we may organise - on a more
casual basis - dinner onc? a month at some more salubrious (and expensive)
spot. Aarrangements will be made at Pancakes for this dinner if anyone is
interested.

Please tell your friends, relatives and pets atiout the updated monthly moetlng
and do come along vourself. Numbers have been getting too low latelv and : :

do like to see as many faces as possible across the table. Or even under 1t.
Lhetehoice: 36 wonis:

Parting shot. The 1986 New Zealand NatCon is going to be in Well’qgton ?nd as

a fonQQQUtnce I scem to have been roped (volunteelec) into bteing W/ ége?;i)da e
Wellington's a preat town with lovely fen and if you' re thL?klnb ?b?ht]?orép—Y-~8
in Aotearoa (The Land of the Wrong White Crowd), June 1986 is definitely the

time to go (ski season too!). See me for details. md\}}

1lld
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Meanwhile, Mark & Michelle have moved house to the much more spacious abode at
66a Carnervon St, East Victoria Park, WA 6:!01, Ph (09) 36! 3592. Julian Warner has
alsc moved, but to 10/5 Clarence St, South Perth WA 6151. Ph (0S) 367 6745,

VICTORIA

MUSFA has recently uidergone yet ancther revival, and repcrtedly meets each Wednesday
lunchtime in the Union Basement, Melbourne “nlver51ty ©lub president, Dennis Callegari,
says that membership is still a bit of a problem. It costs $3, but for this you get
regular issues of *Ygpdrasil?', and a I0Y discount at Mipctaur Bookshop.

Future Bistro Nights will be on Wednesdays 18 June, 23 Juiliye Bt =Sapit
Friday (End~of-Year) 28 November.

“At Deakin Unjiversity, Namien Broderick has recently

15 Oct and

been appointed Writer-In-Regidence.
Adrian Tosin’s Address ig star 16 Melinga Cres, Mornington, Vie 3921

NEW SOUTH WALES
, :
3
Charles Morgan has migrated to 3/30 Carabelia St, Kirribilli, NSW 2061
. OVERSEAS

Gary Hughes has moved to 320 Central St

» Acton, MA 01720, 1'SA. 7
Address of GUFF write—in

candidate, Tim Jones, i3 20 Gillespie st, Dunedin, NZ.

Thanks for this issue go to Marc,

Andy, Tim, Justin, Sean,Allan, Bazel, Alan, Michelle,
Jean,: For production to Mare,

Nancy, Victor, Elaine. 2208 150585.
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